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LEAD STORY

In January, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection officers
confiscated a live, jeweled bee-
tle that a woman was wearing
as an "accessory" on her
sweater as she crossed into
Brownsville, Texas, from Mex-
ico. Blue jewels were glued
onto the beetle's back, which
had been painted gold, and
the mobile brooch was teth-
ered by a gold chain attached
to a safety pin. Even though
the woman orally "declared"
the animal, the beetle was con-
fiscated because she had not
completed the bureau's PPQ
Form 526, which is necessary
to bring insects into the coun-
try. Reportedly, such jewelry is
not that rare in Mexico. A
spokesperson for People for
the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals was, of course, appalled.

The Entrepreneurial Spirit

Economic Recovery in Den-
ver: As of early January, at
least 390 new Denver busi-
nesses had applied for sales-
tax licenses as dispensaries for
legal (medicinal) marijuana.

By comparison, Starbucks cof-
fee shops number 208 in the
entire state of Colorado.
Among the first cannabis-cen-
tered businesses to open, in
December, was the Ganja
Gourmet on South Broadway,
featuring lasagna, pizza, jam-
balaya, paella, flavored
cheesecakes and other delica-
cies, all "spiced" appropriately
for customers with doctors'
prescriptions.

Professor Yevgeny Moska-
lev of Russia's St. Petersburg
Technological University an-
nounced in November that he
had perfected a somewhat-
useful powdered version of
Russia's ~ favorite  drink
(vodka). However, after much
experimentation, he had
found that the only way to
preserve the alcohol was by
mixing the liquid vodka into a
special wax and letting it
harden. According to a No-
vember report in the English
language version of Pravda,
the resulting shaved chips
could then be flavored to
counteract the wax's insipid-
ness, and might be used for
cooking or medicine. "Instant
vodka" mix for straight drink-
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News of the Weird

ing does not appear to be in
professor Moskalev's plans.

In 2008, Sweden, one of only
seven countries with em-
bassies in North Korea, began
trying to coax that country into
the global economy by encour-
aging the manufacture of
jeans, which Sweden in turn
would arrange for sale in
high-end stores. After a series
of awkward missteps (e.g., a
textile manufacturer, unfamil-
iar with the concept of
“jeans," said no, but the direc-
tor of a mining company de-
cided to accept the project),
1,100 pairs were finally
shipped and priced at the
equivalent of about $215 a
pair, according to a December
Reuters dispatch from Stock-
holm. (The "NoKo" jeans
were initially given shelf
space in at least one store, but
now are offered only on the
store's Web site.)

Leading Economic
Indicators

After the New York Post re-
ported in December on the
175-square-foot Manhattan
apartment recently pur-

chased by  Christopher
Prokop and his wife (for
$150,000, with $800 monthly
in maintenance fees), resi-
dents of even smaller Man-
hattan digs told the Post they
were unimpressed. For in-
stance, Felice Cohen, 39, rents
a 90-square-foot apartment
($700) with a loft bed, but ad-
mits that she must sit side-
ways on the toilet. Freelance
event-planner Eddie Rabon
rents a 55-square-foot palace
for $800 a month (closer to
midtown than Cohen's). He
can almost touch both side
walls simultaneously and
cannot easily turn around
while  showering. Com-
mented the residents, respec-
tively: "We love it," "I love it,"
and "It's fantastic."

The recent Christmas bonus
season was rough at the RF
Brookes pizza-ingredient fac-

tory in Wigston, England.
Workers received only gift
containers of pudding ("plum
duffs") with a use-by date of
March 2009, but accompanied
by a letter from management
assuring them that food tech-
nicians had certified the prod-
uct as safe to eat in January
2010. (After numerous em-
ployee complaints, the com-
pany apologized and offered
fresh plum duffs.)

Least Competent Deer

A seven-point buck was
found dead in Viroqua, Wis.,
in November, apparently after
losing a head-butting contest
with a cement-statue buck.
Ramming contests are com-
mon during mating season,
and the cement buck was
about the same size as the
dead one (but weighs about
three times as much).

Have Too Much Stuff?

Call 966-2500 to Place a Classified Ad
and Turn It to Cash

Home IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

A\ID CAL SUPPLY

Electrical & Plumbing Supplies

Hydraulic & Small Engine Repair
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Authorized

HONDA

Showroom & Shop
Upper Lot at 49er Center

RedMax’
209 9662004

Dealer

MOUNTAIN AIRE, Ine.

Heating & Air Conditioning

FOR ALL
YOUR

SOLAR NEEDS!!

(559)683-2040 1-877-MTN-AIRE
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* Wood - Laminate

Senior Discount
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Motler Lode
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Here Comes Mabon

CONSTRUCTION, REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE Y -

John Mabon

(209) 628-3614 10"
Fax: (209) 742-5374 |

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
CALL
[209) 966-2300
TODAY!

MOUNTAIN AIRE
Heating & Air Conditioning Inc. !'\y‘ﬁ

Service on All Makes & Models
o AIR DUCT CLEANING ¢ PVSOLAR
* RADIATE FLOOR HEATING * GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS

35680 Hwy. 41 » PO Box 365 ‘

Coarsegold, CA 93614
Business, Toll Free: 1-8377-MTN-AIRE
Local: (559) 683-2040 Fax: (559) 683-2041

Steve Bates Contractor’s License #481394
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Dave Gerken - Owner )
3923 BoOTJACKLEANE * MARIPOSA!'® (FAX: 742-6585)

“The Home Theater Experts”
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+ Competitively Priced HDTVs - Satellite Sales
» New Construction Wiring « Custom Home Theater Systems
+ Video Rentals * Serving Mariposa Since 1970

(2091 966-2554

Corner of 49 South & Hwy. 140 - Upstairs at Pioneer Village




