
• www.mariposagazette.com • THE MARIPOSA GAZETTE • Page B-2FEBRUARY 4, 2010

Sports

Need
Extra
Cash?

Call 966-2500
to place a 

classified ad
To Subscribe Call 966-2500

BY DAN TUCKER
GAZETTE PUBLISHER

Mariposa’s varsity girls’ bas-
ketball squad halted its six-
game Southern Athletic
League slide Monday night
with a 41-23 walloping of De-
nair’s Coyotes on the MCHS
home court.

The Lady Grizzlies began
their SAL campaign with a 3-0
mark, but were besieged with
a season-ending injury to at
least one starter, Jackie Bron-
dolo, and senior Julie
Wurzbach is still out with an
ankle injury.

Senior forward Patricia
Schellentrager broke the ice for
Mariposa in the opening quar-
ter when she hit a 5-foot
jumper from the center paint
for a 2-0 lead. 

Three straight buckets by
senior guard Brook Barrett
pushed Mariposa’s bulge to 8-
0 befores sophomore Emily
Brossard’s lay-up with 59 sec-
onds left in the quarter made it
10-0. Barrett snapped the net
again from the top of the key to
end the period with the Lady
Grizzlies holding a command-
ing 12-0 lead.

Mariposa’s scrambling de-
fense forced Denair into a bun-
dle of turnovers and kept the
Coyotes off the scoreboard
until the 6:03 mark of the sec-
ond stanza.

With 3:51 left in the first half,
freshman Carissa Leonard
snatched an errant pass and
drove the length of the court
for an uncontested lay-up and
a 14-2 Mariposa margin.

The Coyotes switched to a
defensive press, but Mariposa
managed to move the ball

well. With 1:52 left in the half,
Brossard took an assist from
Barrett and banked it through
the iron, and just 40 seconds
later added another lay-up to
boost the Lady Grizzlies’ lead
to 18-5. 

With 24 ticks left on the
clock in the second quarter,
Denair scored in the paint, be-
fore Mariposa’s Jin Anderson
sank a free throw to finish the
first half leading 19-7.

The Lady Grizzlies blew it
open in the third period with a
16-point barrage while the
Coyotes could muster just 7
points and trailed, 35-14, going
into the final stanza.

For the game, Barrett
banged in 15 points, Schellen-
trager hit for 9, and Brossard
worked the paint for 8 points.

Last Thursday, Mariposa
hosted arch-rival Le Grand,
and dropped a 36-24 SAL con-
test.

Mariposa held a 16-13 lead
at the intermission, but the
wheels fell off in the third pe-
riod as the Lady Grizzlies
could push just a single point
through the net while the Bull-
dogs reeled off 13 to take the
lead.

Barrett led all Mariposa
scorers with 9 points, and
Emily Darcy added 3.

“We haven’t had a consis-
tent double-digit scorer all sea-
son,” said head coach Al
Brondolo. “We run into these
quarters where we only score
2 or 4 points, and it’s killing us,
so we are still working on scor-
ing with some regularity.”

Mariposa traveled to Delhi
Thursday, and hosts Waterford
on Monday in the pair of
league matches.

Lady Grizzlies
break skid with
win over Coyotes
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SOPHOMORE EMILY BROSSARD (CENTER) GETS DOUBLE-TEAMED BY A PACK OF DENAIR COYOTES DURING

THE VARSITY GIRLS’ WIN ON MONDAY NIGHT. SENIOR BROOK BARRETT (LEFT) ASSISTS ON THE PLAY.THE

GRIZZLIES’ NEXT HOME GAME IS FEB. 8.

Tears dotted the lockerroom
floor last Thursday after Mari-
posa’s JV girls’ basketball
team dropped its first South-
ern Athletic League tilt of the
season to Le Grand, 29-28, in
overtime.

The young Lady Grizzlies
rebounded Monday evening
by throttling Denair’s Coy-
otes, 29-11. That win moved
them to 9-1 in SAL action

In Monday’s contest, vet-
eran coach Loyd Hobby
started the five players that at-
tended last Friday’s practice,
following the demoralizing
loss to Le Grand. That move
led to a 8-4 Mariposa advan-
tage at the half.

In the second half, Mari-
posa dominated the court
with its regular starters. 

For the game, Amber Au-

gustine paced the Grizzlies
with 11 points. Kiely Johnson
bucketed 10, and Nicole Wan-
ner added 4.

In the overtime loss to Le
Grand, regulation play ended
deadlocked at 23-23.

Free throws spelled the dif-
ference in the extra period,
and Mariposa’s inability to
score at the charity stripe led
to its first league loss.

Although there wasn’t a
single foul whistled in the en-
tire first half, there were 13
called in the overtime. The
Lady Grizzlies hit just 2 of 9
free throws in the extra pe-
riod.

Mariposa will play at Delhi
on Thursday evening to open
its third round of SAL play. It
will host Waterford next Mon-
day.

Bubble bursts, but
JV girls rebound
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SOPHOMORE AMBER WANNER DUCKS A DEFENDER DURING THE JUN-
IOR VARSITY GRIZZLIES’ BIG WIN OVER DENAIR ON TUESDAY NIGHT.
THE JV SQUAD IS NOW 9-1 IN SAL PLAY.

Little League and Mari-
posa Girls Youth Softball
sign-ups will be held on Feb.
6 from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Mariposa VFW Hall, at
Highway 140 and 49 North. 

For information about Lit-
tle League, call 966-1786. For
information about softball,
call 966-1185.
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